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The European Standards 
Organizations: CEN CENELEC ETSI 

 3 European Standards Organizations (ESOs) 
officially recognized by the European 
Commission  

 Effective co-regulation tool: provide support 
to European legislation  

 CEN and CENELEC National delegation 
principle: full consensus processes + identical 
national implementation 

 Voluntary standards and market driven 
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CEN & CENELEC World  

Affiliates 
Members 

CEN & CENELEC 

33 Members  

Affiliates (17 CEN, 14 CLC) 

Partner Standardization Bodies (3 
CEN) 

European Partners  

 

 

> 400 Technical Committees  

~ 20.000 published documents  
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Also cooperation with  

Trade Associations/Federations (Orgalime, Business 
Europe, SBS, ...)  

European Commission (DG ENTR, DG MARKT, DG 
RTD, DG TRADE, DG CNECT, JRC, ...)  

European Agencies (railway, defence, security, 
food, ...)  

SME Envoys  

Eurochambers 

International Federation of Standards Users (IFAN) 

EU programme Horizon 2020 (EU Framework 
Programme for Research and Innovation) 
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SINGLE TEXT 

EN 

European 
Standard 

One   

Standard  

European Internal Market 
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 Consensus 

 Stakeholder driven 

 Openness and transparency  

 National commitment (for CEN & CLC)  

 Technical Harmonization 

 Collaboration with other bodies worldwide 

 Market relevance 

 WTO code of good practice 

Standardization principles 
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support and strengthen the achievement of the 
European Single Market; 

enhance the competitiveness of European 
players in the global market; 

foster the European economy and the welfare 
of European citizens under the global concept of 
sustainable development; 

ensure the most efficient input of Europe to 
international standardization activities and 
cooperation. 

European Standardization – Mission 
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CEN & CENELEC  
Ambitions to 2020 

Global  
Influence 

Regional 
Relevance 

Network of 
excellence 

Wider 
Recognition 

Innovation & 
Growth 

Sustainable 
System 
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CEN-CENELEC Portfolio per business domain 

What we standardize 

2558 

2245 

2243 

2069 

1769 

1181 

1145 

1098 

1096 

1095 

1038 

950 

740 

388 

353 

320 

254 

82 

0 1000 2000 3000

Transport

Mechanical engineering

Building and civil engineering

ICT

Materials

Electrical engineering

Household goods, sports and leisure

Utilities and energy

General Standards (Quality,…

Electronics

Health and safety

Chemistry

Healthcare

Food

HVAC

Environment

Packaging

Services
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How we develop standards…I 

.... by bringing together all interested parties to share: 

what they need/ what they have/ want to include in standards 
 

 

SMEs Policy 

Consumers 

Research  

Environment 

 consensus 

Business 
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How we develop standards…II 

Name of Presenter 

Title  of event, date (yyyy-mm-dd) 

Technical 

body 

National 

Members send 

delegates that 

represent 

national point of 

view of all 

involved parties 

Observers send 

representatives 

that participate 

to the debate 
(Associate Members, 

Cooperating Partners, 

European Commission, 

EFTA, organisations in 

technical liaison)  

Working Group 

Management & programming 

Consensus building 

Members send 

experts 
Observers send 

experts 
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Standards management 

General Assembly (AG) 

Administrative Board (CA) 

Technical Board (BT) 

Technical Committee (TC) 

Working Group (WG) 

Working Group (WG) 

Technical Committee (TC) 

Working Group 
(BT/WG) 



© CEN-CENELEC 2014  -  13 

Standards management 

General Assembly (AG) 

Administrative Board (CA) 

Technical Board (BT) 

Technical Committee (TC) 

Working Group (WG) 

Working Group (WG) 

Technical Committee (TC) 

Coordination 

Group 
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